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[ Abstract | To provide new ideas for the technology and equipment development by means of reviewing the
research status of the extraction process for volatile oil from traditional Chinese medicine. This paper has reviewed
steam distillation, solvent extraction, squeeze method and absorption method, microwave-assisted extraction,
ultrasonic method, supercritical fluid extraction and supercritical water extraction. The practical application in
production of different extraction methods have also been analyzed, as well as their existing problems. In addition,
the adaptability between technique and the related extraction equipments need to be improved, and laboratory
research are separated from production. New extraction technology exist problems as suitability and industrialization.
It is possible to optimize steam distillation technology and equipment to improve production.
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